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Scientific Note

Report of Aphidiusrosae (Hym.: Braconidae), a Parasitioid of Rose Aphid,

Macrosiphum rosae (Hom.: Aphididae) from Iran

M. Mehrparvar', B. Hatami* and P. Stary?

In the course of bioecological studies on rose aphid, Macrosiphum rosae L. and its
parasitoids in Isfahan from 2002-2004, the mummified nymphs and adults of the aphid that
were yellowish to yellow whitish, were collected from lower surface of rose leaves. One of
the parasitoids that emerged in the laboratory conditions, was Aphidius rosae. This species,
which was collected for the first time in 31 October 2003 at the campus of Isfahan University
of Technology is newly recorded from Iran. This is a specialized parasitoid of M. rosae and
rarely observed on other aphids. A. rosae is one of the most important biological agents of
M. rosae in Australia and Europe especially in Germany.

Length of body is 2.1-3.8 mm. Head black, eyes are large and widely oval. Antennnae are
dark brown to black and in females 17-18 (rarely 16 segmented) and in males 18-20
segmented. The lower part of frons, mouthparts, the lower portion of scape and pedicel and
also prothorax are yellow orange. In females, clypeus has 11-15 long hairs. Wings are sub-
hyaline with a distinct venation. Legs are yellow orange to yellow brown. Abdomen in

femalesis orange and in males dark brown. Ovipositor sheaths are dark brown.
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