4.Beitrag
Die vorderasiatischen Formen der Melanargia russiae (Isper, 1784)
(Lepidoptera, Satyridae) 1)
P. Sigbert Wagener

Summary

The area of Melanargia russiae (Esper. 1784) in Southwest Asia extends
from Northeastern Anatolia over the Little Caucasus and the Elburz Mts to the
Kopet Dagh in Turkmen S.S.R. West of the basin of the Caspian Sea it is
separated by the Greater Caucasus, east of the Caspian Sea by the deserts Kara
Kum and Kyzyl Kum, from the Russian and Siberian populations of ssp. russiae
Esper.

Till today from this distribution area there have been known the ssp.
caucasica (Nordmann, 1851) from the Little Caucasus and ssp. transcaspica
Staudinger, 1901 from the Kopet Dagh only. A third subspecies from the central
part of the Elburz Mts is described and pictured here as eberti ssp. nova. Another
form from the province of Kars in Northeastern Anatolia and also a second form
in the mountains to the north of Zanjan in Northwestern Tran are said to be
perhaps two new subspscies. Lectotypes of ssp. transcaspica Staudinger, 1901
are determined and the locus typicus is restricted to the area of Nuchur in the
Kopet Dagh, Turkmen S.S.R. The material of this subspecies, which is very
heterogeneous, perhaps requires further division into two or more subspecies,
if a greater number of spzcimens from several localities is available.



